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PALS Family Letter Template for 1st Grade -Mid Year 2022– English  
  
PALS provides this template to divisions and schools to assist with family communication about PALS. 
Division and school leaders are encouraged to send this letter as well as the child’s Student Summary. 
If applicable, information regarding the intervention program you provide for the student may be 
entered into this template. 
 
 
 
Date: _____________________ 
 
Dear Family of _____________________,  
 
PALS 1-3 is a screening tool of young children’s literacy development which has been used for over 
twenty years with first-grade students in Virginia. Results are used to determine individual children’s 
learning goals, plan classroom instruction, and raise awareness of children who need additional 
support or instruction in early reading and literacy.  
 
Focusing on early detection and early intervention of reading difficulties is a required state-wide 
policy (Early Intervention Reading Initiative). The PALS 1-3 screening tool is a way to help schools and 
teachers meet that mandate.   
 

PALS has individual task scores which show the number of items a student answered correctly on 
each task and an overall Summed Score. There is a different Summed Score Benchmark for each 
grade-level as well as Fall/Spring. There is not a Summed Score Benchmark at Mid-Year. However, 
assessment at Mid-Year allows teachers to monitor students’ individual-task scores in between 
the Fall and Spring assessment periods.  

 
If your child’s Fall Summed Score met or exceeded the benchmark, your child was not identified to 

receive intervention funded through the EIRI initiative. However, your child’s individual task 
scores may still indicate that your child needs instruction in those particular areas.   

 
If your child’s Fall Summed Score was below the benchmark, this indicates that your child is 

significantly behind in basic literacy development and was identified by PALS for intervention. 
Identified students are required by the Early Intervention Reading Initiative (EIRI) to receive 2.5 
hours of additional instruction per week above and beyond regular classroom instruction.  If your 
child was identified for intervention in the fall, intervention will continue throughout the school 
year. 
 

On the next few pages, you will find: 
• a sample First-Grade Student Summary for Mid-Year to help you understand your own 

child’s report 
• a table with more detailed task information 
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• a Family Information Sheet for Literacy Screening in Virginia that answers common 
questions about PALS 

• your child’s Student Summary 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Principal/School Division staffer name/ signature 
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